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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 9908 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR EAIR HK US VS 

SUBJ: AIR VIET-NAM 707 IN HONG KONG 

REF: HONG KONG 7961 

1. THE HONG KONG COURTS HAVE AWARDED THE AIR VIET-NAM 
707 IN HONG KONG TO PAN-AMERICAN AND ISSUED A COURT 
ORDER PERMITTING PAN AM TO FLY THE AIRCRAFT OUT OF HONG 
KONG. 

2. A PRG DELEGATION WHICH IS CURRENTLY VISITING HONG 
KONG HAS REPORTEDLY RAISED A STORM WITH THE HKG OVER THE 
AIRCRAFT. CONSEQUENTLY, THE HKG HOPES PAN-AM FETES THE 
AIRCRAFT OUT OF HONG KONG ASAP SO THAT THE QUESTION WILL 
BE FINALLY CLOSED. PAN- AM HAS REPORTEDLY FILED THE 
NECESSARY PAPERS TO MEET FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL REQUIREMENTS. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO ASSIST 
IN EXPEDITING FOREIGN ASSETS CONTROL CLEARANCE SO THAT 
THIS PROBLEM CAN BE QUICKLY RESOLVED BEFORE PRG IS ABLE 
TO ERECT ANY FURTHER BARRIERS TO AIRCRAFT'S DEPARTURE. 
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